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dialectic variations in the language, many of the inequalities to be noticed 
would seem to be unavoidable. Others may be explained from the fact that 
the grammar has grown by accretion from a set of University lectures. Sievers 
himself says in the preface : " Der kurze abriss, den ich jetzt der offentlichkeit 
ubergebe, macht demgemass nicht den anspruch, mehr zu sein, als eine solche 
ilberarbeitung, obwohl iiber der umschrift und durchsicht manches erganzend 
hinzugetreten ist, was der urspriinglichen fassung fremd war." Accordingly, 
the book is neither a mere outline of West Saxon grammar, containing only 
the essentials, nor an exhaustive treatise, discussing the various dialects in full. 
It is rather a compromise between the two, with a distinct leaning toward the 
original plan of the series, which is that of compendious manuals. 

This conception might have been more strictly carried out, without material 
detriment to the value of the book, and with a decided gain as regards symmetry 
of execution and unity of impression. Such details, for example, as are intro- 
duced in §271, Anm. 2, §285, Aran, 2, and §374, Anm. are rather lexical than 
grammatical, and will be more welcome to specialists than to the great body of 
the students for whom the book, or at least the series, is designed. Who 
constitute the latter class may be learned from the preface to Braune's Gothic 
Grammar, which closes with these words : " Diese grammatiken sollen gedrSngte, 
jedoch nicht zu diirftige darstellungen bieten und besonders anfangern zur 
einfuhrung in das philologische studium der betreft'enden sprachstufe dienen." 

A number of misprints and minor errors have been noted, but they are hardly 

serious enough to occasion the student much difficulty, and will no doubt be 

corrected in a second edition. 

Albert S. Cook. 



M. Tullii Ciceronis Oratio pro Archia. Texte Latin publie d'apres les travaux 
les plus recents. Avec une nouvelle collation du Gemblacensis, un commen- 
taire critique et explicatif, une introduction et un index par Emile Thomas. 
Paris, Hachette et C le , 1883. 63 pp. 

Although the defense of the poet Archias is not, as Tacitus says, one of the 
orations which made Cicero great, and although in point of argument it is far 
from strong, it has always possessed a great charm for scholars and book -lovers, 
for those who believe that through literature the world lives. The present 
edition comes to us in a very attractive form, with a good introduction stating 
clearly what is known about the life of Archias, reviewing briefly the attacks 
which have been made on the genuineness of the speech, with a refutation of the 
charges, a good account of the sources of the text, and an analysis of the oration. 
The notes are full and helpful, and the editor shows a much greater familiarity 
with the recent results of German scholarship than was formerly common in 
French editions. Draeger, Naegelsbach, Seyffert, Merguet and Mueller are 
frequently referred to, but the editor has preserved an independence of judg- 
ment throughoxit, e. g. in §10 he keeps inrcpserunt of the MSS against Baiter 
and Halm who read inrepserint, and explains thus, making the idea of time, 
prominent : " alors que beaucoup d'etrangers ont penetre dans les villes italiennes, 
au moment oil ils profitent de droits frauduleusement acquis, repoussera-t-on 
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Archias?" In the same section he makes the mistake of referring civitate to 
the Roman franchise; the franchise of Heraclia is meant, as the context shows. 
In §19 the note on suum, which is omitted by some editors, is not full enough ; 
the preceding dicunt suum conditions the use of suum here, for which Cic. De 
Rep. I 27 uses pro suis vindicare and elsewhere sibi vindicare. The orthography 
of the edition is not as good as one might reasonably expect. Not to speak of 
the genitives in ~ii which are kept throughout, a point where there is room for 
hesitation, one is pained to find inficior (immediately before confiteof), conditione, 
solatium, dampnationem, contempnenda, and there is a certain inconsistency in 
reading §24 innumerabi/zV copias and in §31 apud omn«. It would be well, 
however, if all editions were as free from mistakes. 

M. W. 



